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Amended:  10/10/2013 – Updated tables in PR-3 and PR-4.  
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Introduction 
 

The Park and Recreation Element is an optional element 
of the General Plan. It also includes an Access Component, 
which is required by the Coastal Act. The Element should be 
viewed in the context of the background, principles and policies 
found in the Conservation and Open Space Element, much of 
which is integral to recreation and access concerns.       

Pismo Beach has always relied on the Pacific Ocean and 
the beach to be its chief recreational resource. Although it is true 
that the ocean is a major resource for the community, this attitude 
has resulted in a deficiency of neighborhood and community park 
acreage in the city and a lack of recreational facilities.       

As Pismo Beach continues to develop and its resident 
population grows, it is important for the city to develop a more 
comprehensive park and recreation program. Although the 
community has the unique resource of the ocean, which may 
reduce its need for parkland, it also has demonstrated a high 
need for recreational facilities such as ball-fields and tennis 
courts. Both factors must be included when developing Pismo 
Beach's parkland standards and recreation programs.        

A number of national trends affect the Park, Recreation and Access Element. Recreation is 
increasingly viewed as an important factor in maintaining health -- both physical and mental. It is 
perceived as more than just weekend activity. Recreation is an integral and necessary element of life to 
be incorporated into a daily routine. Two demographic trends also impact park and recreation demands. 
First, the American population and that of Pismo Beach are aging. This trend can be expected to increase 
demand for parks designed to accommodate the physical abilities and to be responsive to the activity 
preferences of these "seniors". Another factor is the single (without partner) adult. Single adults need 
recreational pursuits that provide opportunities to meet other people. In addition, single parents need 
nearby recreational facilities and activities for their children, especially supervised after-school or summer 
programs.       

Park and recreation facilities also play an important role in the city's visitor industry. Although the 
beach has been the primary focus, an increasing number of visitors are looking for a variety of activities.       

The city contains both state and local parks and recreational areas. Pismo State Beach, under 
the direction of the state Department of Parks and Recreation, comprises 1.5 linear miles of the city's only 
major sandy beach (approximately 60 acres) and is the major recreational area of the city. The city has 
approximately 315 acres of additional public park area either developed or proposed. Forty percent of the 
park area is within the Coastal Zone. The city has a total of 106 acres of open space with another 229 
acres proposed.        

Table PR-1 and Figure PR-1 summarize the city's existing and proposed parks, recreation and 
related open space lands. 
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Principles         
 
P-21 Parks and Recreation Are Necessary For a Park Healthy Environment and Quality of Life  

The preservation and development of parks, recreation programs and coastal access facilities are 
considered vital to:  
a. Making the city an enjoyable and beautiful place to live, work, play and visit.  
b. Providing park and recreation amenities for residents and visitors.  
c. Maintaining a balanced healthy environment and quality of life for residents and visitors.  
d. Supporting the area's economy. 

 
P-22 Public Shoreline Access 

The continued development and maintenance of public access to the Pismo Beach coastline shall 
be considered an integral and critical part of the city's parks and recreation program. 

 
  

Policies 

Park and Recreation Standards and Plans 
 
PR-1 Opportunities For All Ages, Incomes, and Life Styles  

To fully utilize the natural advantages of Pismo Beach's location and climate, park and 
recreational opportunities for residents and visitors shall be provided for all ages, incomes and life 
styles. This means that:  
a. The beach shall be free to the public.  
b. Some parking and/or public transportation access to the beach shall be free to the public.  
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c. Recreational needs of children, teens, adults, persons with disabilities, elderly, visitors 
and others shall be accommodated to the extent resources and feasibility permit.  

d. City residents need mini-parks, neighborhood parks, community parks, activity centers, 
special use and all-purpose parks. 

 
PR-2 Ocean and Beach are the Principal Resources  

The ocean beach and its environment is, and should continue to be, the principal recreation and 
visitor- serving feature in Pismo Beach. Oceanfront land shall be used for recreational and 
recreation-related uses whenever feasible. 

 
PR-3 Parks and Recreation Policy Plan  

The city Park and Open Space Policy Plan shall be as shown in Figure PR-l, as summarized in 
Table PR-l, and as set forth in the policies of this Element. The plan shows the conceptual system 
of parks and open spaces but is not intended to preclude additional areas of open space or parks 
as found appropriate through environmental reviews, the development process, and annexations. 

 
PR-4 Master Parks and Recreation Plan  
The City’s Parks and Recreation vision includes: 

a. Specific park standards - The standards shown in Table PR-2 should be used as a basis 
 for city park development, including annexation areas.  Where feasible, park standards 
should enable efficient and sustainable use for and maintenance of City parks and 
 recreation facilities.  
b.  The use of concept plans for each park or open space reflecting active, passive  and 
natural open space uses.  
c. The development of an operation and maintenance plan for each facility.  
d. A Parks and Recreation Commission oversight of:  

 1) A citizen participation program to determine facility needs and  
  2)  A periodic survey of residents and visitors to determine resident and visitor  
   services and community program needs and desires.  

e. A periodic review and update of criteria for new development contribution of land and/or 
fees for park development. 
 

 
PR-5 Multi-Use Path System (Trails)       

A system of public paths as delineated on Figure PR-2 shall be developed to connect the various 
parks, scenic aspects and open space of the city. Ideally the paths should be located within 
designated greenbelt areas.  However, in areas of the community that have already been 
developed, the system can include sidewalks and right-of-way shoulders of less traveled streets. 
The system should be delineated with signs, uniform landscaping, and pavement. Every attempt 
shall be made to interconnect city trails with those being developed by adjacent cities and the 
county. Key trail connections are shown for future annexation areas. Motorized vehicles shall not 
be permitted on trails, except as used by handicapped persons.  
 
Rest areas, picnic areas, view platforms and similar facilities shall be located along the path 
systems. The ridge path should provide for equestrian use. See also: 

 
   Circulation Element   C-11  Bikeways Plan 
  Circulation Element   C-12  Bikeways Encouraged 
  Land Use Element   LU-G-5  Ocean Boulevard Access 
  Land Use Element   LU-H-9  Lateral Access at Boeker St. 
  Land Use Element   LU-J-9  Lateral Access 
  Circulation Element     Bikeway Plan 
 

Implementation Policies 
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PR-6 Retention of All Existing Parks and Dedicated Open Space  
Any proposed loss of parks or dedicated open space areas shall be replaced at a minimum with 
the equivalent quality of acreage or facilities lost. 

 
PR-7 Regional Parks and Trails        

The City shall cooperate with Arroyo Grande, Grover City, San Luis Obispo County, and the State 
of California in the development of regional parks and trails adjoining or included in the city limits 
of Pismo Beach. 

 
PR-8 Joint School/Park Sites       

The City shall increase coordination with the school districts to maximize use of school and city 
facilities for park and recreational purposes. Parks should be developed in conjunction with 
schools wherever possible. The City shall negotiate joint agreements with the school district to 
cooperatively maximize park and recreation opportunities. 

 
PR-9 Private Sector Open Space, Parks and Recreation       

The City shall recognize the contribution of the private sector to parks and recreation and 
encourage cooperative continuation and expansion of such contributions. All new planned 
developments shall be required to provide either public and/or private parks and recreation 
facilities. When possible said areas shall connect with adjoining park and recreation areas, which 
are existing or planned. All such development shall either be dedicated in fee to the public or 
have a dedicated open space easement placed upon the property to preclude future 
development. 

 
PR-10 Recreation Programs  

Recreation programs to meet the needs of citizens and visitors shall be developed. These needs 
should be continuously monitored and programs adjusted as necessary over time.  
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Cooperative programs with city residents, business people, neighboring cities, county, state, and 
federal agencies shall be established to expand the city's recreational programs for use by 
residents and visitors. 

 
PR-11 Park and Recreation Facility Maintenance and Recreation Uses        
Primary attention in park and recreation facility management and sustainability shall be given to the 
preservation of natural beauty and integrity of the land within their natural resource limits and the integrity 
of facilities utilized for community recreation.            
 
The City shall provide high-priority services to public recreational areas (equipment maintenance, police 
protection, regular clean-up).        
 
The City shall provide ongoing review of erosion impacts on coastal bluff parks and hillside areas. 
 
Programs of public education and citizen involvement such as "neighborhood watch" shall be undertaken 
to combat vandalism and littering in parks. 
 
Landscape design should support park maintenance efforts.  
 
Facilities should be clearly identified with appropriate signage. 
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The Park and Recreation Commission and staff shall periodically review ways to and potentially 
implement and improve maintenance and design quality and varied uses of existing parks and facilities. 

 

 
 
PR-12 Acquisition and Improvement Programs       

A program shall be established that provides for the acquisition of and development of future city 
park sites and open space areas. Resources for the program shall include but not be limited to 
funds from the Quimby  Act fees, park development fees for new construction, land dedication 
and/or improvements concurrent with development, private development, and accessory 
revenue-generating activities at various parks on a case-by-case basis.      
 
The city's capital improvement program shall provide for the improvement and expansion of city 
park sites and facilities. 
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Specific Sites & Facilities 
 
Background      

In addition to the overall policies, which guide the dry in providing parks, open space and trails, 
and in developing recreational facilities, it is important to address site and use specific issues. The 
following policies address specific existing or proposed facilities. The policies are intended to be detailed 
to the extent necessary to assure specific objective(s) while being flexible in the method of accomplishing 
the policy. 
 

Policies 
 

See also:  
Land Use Element  LU-A-3  Bluff-Top Park 
Land Use Element   LU-C- 2  Lateral Access and Rec. 

 
PR-13  Pismo Creek/Price Canyon Regional Park and Open Space       

The City, as the lead agency in cooperation with San Luis Obispo County, shall acquire and 
develop a      regional park in the Pismo Creek and Price Canyon Corridor. The park shall 
emphasize the features listed      in Table PR-3. The park shall be a part of the Price Canyon 
Regional Park included in the San Luis Obispo      County park plan and shall be coordinated with 
development of property in the city's sphere of influence.      See related General Plan policies:                   

 
Conservation Element  CO-21  Creek Protection Plan                  
Conservation Element  CO-22  Price Canyon Open Space and Study Area 
Growth Management  GM-10  Golf Course   
Land Use Element   LU-N-20  Pismo Creek Price Canyon Adobe 
Parks & Recreation   PR-21  John Michael Price 

 
 PR-14 Chumash Park & Open Space        

A master plan shall be prepared for the 40-acre dedicated parkland north of James Way. The 
master plan for improvements may include, but not be limited to, the following: tennis courts, basketball 
courts, amphitheater, lakes, picnicking facilities and trails system. The park shall be expanded beyond the 
city limits, if the private land that abuts the park is incorporated into the city and development is proposed. 
If the expansion occurs, consideration should be given to an equestrian area and/or stables. 
 
PR-15 Ira Lease/Mary Herrington Park  

In order to better integrate Pismo Creek and the Ira Lease and Mary Herrington Parks into the 
community the following should occur:  
1. The property at the southwest end of the park should be cleared of enclosed structures. 

The existing uses within the structures should be relocated to a less visually prominent 
location.  

2. The City should acquire the land northeast of Ira Lease Park to the same width as the 
existing parks; or said land should be granted as open space easement with public 
access concurrent with development permits on the adjoining remaining parcel.    
See also:       

Land Use Element   LU K-2       Specific Plan 
 
PR-16 Dinosaur Caves 

The large vacant parcel, leased by the City of Pismo Beach from the Pismo Beach Public 
Financing Authority, is the most significant open space remaining along the ocean within Pismo 
Beach and is dedicated for use as a public park and open space area. (See related Land Use 
Element Planning Area I.)1  

 

                                            
1 Amended: R 98-71 
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PR-17 Meeting, Recreation and Cultural Facilities           
The City shall support, engage, and adequately fund the construction, retention and ongoing maintenance 
of a variety of indoor meeting conference and recreation facilities as follows:          
 

1. Conference Center                
Support a public/private partnership for the construction of a "Conference Center".    

 
2. Cultural/Community Center           

Consider a public/private partnership project at the city-owned property at the pier 
parking for a cultural/community center, but also consider other locations for the center. 
The center should include a variety of cultural facilities.           

 
3. Downtown Theatre         

The City shall encourage the preservation and rehabilitation of the theatre building on 
Pomeroy in downtown Pismo Beach. Appropriate uses for this facility may include live 
theatrical performances and meetings or conferences.  

 
4. Veterans Hall    

Use of the 9,200 sq. ft. Veteran's Memorial Building shall be under the city's control and 
shall be used as appropriate for indoor events and recreation. Example of such uses 
include teenage dances, senior citizens programs, youth dance lessons, arts and crafts 
classes and aerobic instruction.   

 
5. Private Recreational Facilities 

The city shall encourage the inclusion of a new private recreational facility in the city, or a 
nearby location in the South County area.   
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6. Vets Hall in Shell Beach       

The 3,900 sq. ft. Vets Hall shall continue to be available for public and private meetings. 
 

7. New facilities  
New facilities may be bequeathed to or purchased by the City for community recreation 
purposes. A plan shall be developed for each reflective of its opportunities, limitations, 
uses, maintenance and sustainability potential.  

 
8. Special purpose parks and facilities 

The City may periodically examine and consider the feasibility of dedicating parks and 
facilities or portions of parks and facilities for special purpose activities. 

 
PR-18 Pismo State Beach       

The City should request the state Department of Parks & Recreation to amend the General 
Development Plan for Pismo State Beach to include both a day-use facility and parking areas in 
the vacant portions of the state park, as well as a marked access trail from the parking area to the 
beach and from State Highway 1. As part of this action, the state should conduct an 
archaeological reconnaissance of this area. 

 
PR-19 Spyglass Ridge Public Park       

A one-acre public park in the extreme northwest portion of Planning Area Q shall be dedicated for 
public parkland. This area, comprising the sides and bottom of a small canyon, shall be improved 
as small park/picnic area that will provide new public recreational opportunities where none now 
exist. A small pullout area and a small bay(s) for parallel parking for the public shall be provided 
on Mattie Road along the frontage of the park. 

 
PR-20 Boosinger Park       

Boosinger Park shall be retained and enhanced by:       
a. Preserving the rock outcroppings; no alterations to the rock outcroppings shall be 

permitted.      
b. The City shall develop procedures of architectural review to assure that future 

construction of homes next to the park be designed to harmonize and enhance visual 
quality.       

c. A pathway should be built from the park to a vista point on the rock outcrops.       
d. The City should seek funding to purchase the vacant unimproved lots southwest of 

Boosinger Park. Upon acquisition of the lots, the unimproved portion of Hanford Street 
should be abandoned for the full length of the park. See also:                     
Design Element                   D-20             Special Landscape Features 

 
 PR-21 John Michael Price Historical Site and Park 
 
The city-owned John Michael Price Historical Site contains the original "anniversary house" constructed in 
1893 and about four acres of surrounding land. A master plan for the restoration of the anniversary house 
and improvements to the 4-acre site shall be prepared. The City shall encourage non-profit groups to 
assist in financing and preparing such a master plan. The plan may include a 6-acre expansion of the 
present site to include adjoining lands that contain the adobe and schoolhouse of the Price Rancho. 
These additional lands shall be required to be dedicated to the City at the time of annexation of this 
property to allow restoration and public access. The major purpose of this plan shall be to promote an 
appreciation of the cultural history and early settlement of the region. Features may include:  
 
a. a museum, visitors center, and gardens  
 
b. passive and limited active-use areas  
 
c. access, parking, landscaping and similar support facilities  
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d. a pedestrian linkage to the Pismo Creek open space corridor 
 
e. a financing and management plan, including fundraising and park operations. 
 

Access Component 
 
Background      

The City of Pismo Beach has a tradition of shoreline access. The purpose of this shoreline 
access component is to implement the state Coastal Act shoreline access polities, thus continuing to 
ensure the public's right to gain access to the shoreline. The city's seven-mile pacific coastline is 
accessible from numerous locations, and the entire beach is open to the public. Very few private routes 
are located along the shoreline. Those that do exist provide access to beaches that also have public 
access.      

There are areas along the city's coastline where access may be improved. Different methods of 
providing access - public acquisition, deed restrictions, development conditions and in-lieu fees may be 
utilized. These are described in the Technical Appendix to the General Plan. Particularly important to the 
city is the private sector provision of access, in-lieu fees, or permit conditioning and dedication. 
 

Policies 
 
PR-22 Lateral Beach/Shoreline Access Required       

Coastal Beach Access Dedication - For all developments on parcels located along the shoreline, 
a lateral public access easement in perpetuity extending from the ocean-side parcel boundary to 
the top of the bluff shall be required for the purpose of allowing public use and enjoyment of dry 
sandy and rocky beaches, intertidal and subtidal areas. Such easements shall be granted to the 
California Department of Parks and Recreation, the City of Pismo Beach, or other appropriate 
public agency. 

 
PR-23 Lateral Bluff-Top Open Space and Access Required       

 
Bluff-Top Access Dedication - To ensure public safety, provide for protection of fragile ocean 
bluff-tops, and permit enjoyment by the public of oceanfront amenities and recreation, all 
development on the bluff edge should be required to dedicate in fee or by an easement in 
perpetuity a bluff-top conservation and public access zone. The width of the area to be dedicated 
shall be a distance equal to the estimated 100-year bluff retreat plus a minimum of 25 feet 
additional inland from that line. In certain areas the width of the bluff-top dedication should be 
greater as provided in the land use element. Existing single-family lots on the bluff less than 
10,000 feet in area are exempted from requirements of dedication of the bluff-top area, if another 
lateral public access route (beach, sidewalk or separate path) is or will be available nearby so as 
to provide for continuity of the Coastal Trail. The extent of the bluff retreat shall be determined 
through a site-specific geological study conducted by a qualified registered geologist. The 
dedication should be made to the City of Pismo Beach or other appropriate public agency as 
determined by the city.  
 
Encroachments into the bluff-top conservation and lateral access zone shall be limited to roadway 
extensions which incorporate public parking opportunities. Such encroachments shall not extend 
more than a depth of 35 feet into the conservation and public access zone. Development of 
structures shall be prohibited within the zone, except for public amenities such as walkways, 
benches, and vertical beach access stairs. Landscaping and irrigation of these areas shall be 
designed to avoid or minimize bluff-top erosion problems. (See also Land Use Policies B-3, C-2, 
D-5, E-6, F-3, G-7, H-10 and J-3.) 
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PR-24 Perpendicular Access to Shoreline Required       

Public access perpendicularly from the nearest public roadway to the shoreline should be 
provided in new development projects except where protection of fragile coastal resources 
prevents access or adequate public access already exists nearby (generally within 500 feet or as 
shown on Figure PR-3). Existing bluff-top single-family lots less than 10,000 sq. ft. in area are 
exempted from this requirement. 

 
PR-25 Access Maintenance and Liability       

Dedicated access-ways shall not be required to be opened to public use until a public agency, 
homeowners association or private property owner agrees to accept responsibility for 
maintenance and liability of the access-way. 

 
PR-26 Access Parking Area Required       

Parking, consistent with site constraints, shall be provided in conjunction with vertical and lateral 
access-ways wherever necessary to ensure the use of the access-way. Dedication shall be 
required for such parking when appropriate. 

 
PR-27 Environmental Carrying Capacity       

The City, and other appropriate public agencies with jurisdiction, shall determine the 
environmental carrying capacity for all existing and proposed recreational areas sited on or 
adjacent to the beach, dunes, cliffs, wetlands, streams, tide-pools, or any other habitat areas. A 
management program shall be developed to control the kinds, intensities, and locations of 
recreational activities so that habitat resources are preserved. The level of facility development 
(i.e., parking spaces, camper sites, etc.) shall be correlated with the environmental carrying 
capacity. Designs respectful of natural forms shall be emphasized. 
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PR-28 Access Signs Required       
Signs should be located at all access points and street leading to access points to assist the 
public in recognizing and using major coastal access points. Such signs should be designed and 
located for easy recognition. 

 
PR-29 Specific Access Points       

Specific area access programs for implementation of the general goals and policies are given in 
Table PR-4. These programs are given by access point and by neighborhood planning area 
within the City. Figure PR-4 identifies the location of these access points; the access points are 
shown on the figure by the number that corresponds to the access point as described in Table 
PR-4. This information shall be used in conjunction with specific plans. See also:        

Land Use Element                LU-B-6           Stairway Access to the Beach         
Land Use Element                LU-F-3           Lateral Access and Open Space        
Land Use Element                LU-F-5           Stairway Access to the Beach 

 
PR-30 Spindrift Viewpoint       

A 50-foot linear easement at the top of the bluff and southeast of the existing viewpoint should be 
granted to the city concurrent with any development approvals. This easement should include as 
many of the existing pine trees as possible. A minimum 10-foot easement from the south end of 
the Spindrift path should be dedicated to the city with development of the oceanfront property and 
concurrent with expansion of the bluff-top area for public use. The nearby heron rookery shall 
remain undisturbed. 

 
PR-31 Boardwalk  

A pedestrian beachfront boardwalk shall be constructed between Pismo Creek and Main Street. 
A beach pathway shall continue to Harloe Street. 

  
PR-32 Motor Driven Vehicles on Beach Prohibited       

Motor driven vehicles shall be prohibited access to the beaches within the city except for these 
purposes:       
 
1. When performing necessary maintenance or emergency activities.       
2. When conducting promotional activities, providing that such activities are (1) on a short-

term basis; (2) limited to the hard sandy beaches; (3) do not adversely impact marine or 
other coastal resources, including the habitat of the intertidal area; (4) do not interfere 
with pedestrian beach access and use; and (5) the area disrupted as a result of such use 
shall be returned to its pre-existing condition. 

 
PR-33 Permitted Development In Bluff-top Access Areas       

Development permitted in the areas reserved for public bluff-top access or recreation shall be 
limited to structures and facilities designed to accommodate recreational use of the area, 
including but not limited to stairways, benches, tables, refuse containers, bicycle racks, public 
parking facilities, seawalls, groins, etc. In no case shall any development except public access 
paths and access facilities and public stairways be permitted within the bluff retreat setbacks 
identified in site specific geological studies. 
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